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Date: 02nd February 1998

Met League

Otis F.C.

3
Vs
Long Lane 
F.C.

2

Manager: Chris Gardener 6

Ian Hossack 6, Jimmy Osman 6, Brendan Cullinane 6, Scotty Davis 6, Lawrence Mills 6, Micky Fiander 6, Nicky Wilson 6, Paul Simmons 6, Paul Iaquaniello 6, Mark Griggs 6, Keiley Peters 6. Subs Mark Coles, David Braddick

Bookings: ?

Attendance: 2
Unfortunately the Editor was not available for this game, hence a brief match report based on the facts produced by Brendan Cullinane………”We were F*@king S*#T!!!!”

Star Man: Brendan Cullinane

Excellent match report.

Date: 07th February 1998

Met League

Long Lane F.C.

3
Vs
Otis F.C. 

1

Manager: Chris Gardener 8.2

Scot Davis 7, Nick Smith 7.9, Jimmy Osman 8, Brendan Cullinane 8, Nicky Wilson 7.5, Lawrence Mansfield 9, Lawrence Mills 8 (Micky Fiander 6), Paul Braddick 8, Paul Iaquaniello 8, Mark Griggs 7, Keiley Peters 7. Subs not used: Mark Coles, Paul Simmons

Bookings: Keiley Peters ~ Yellow Card ~ Outrageous tackle on the half way line. 

Attendance: 50,004   4
This Sunday saw the return game of Otis, last week we fielded a weak team, this week we were back to full strength!!  This imposed major problems for Chris ‘During the war..’ Gardener, as for the first time since the 1939 – 1945 conflict he was faced with the selection of more than one submarine. Luckily for Pies, he was one of those subs, the other (luckily for Long Lane) was Paul ‘Where’s the salad’ Simmons, who performed a magnificent job as linesman.  The only major changes Chris had to make this week was to replace the suspended Ian Hossack in goal with Scot ‘Nevile Southall’ Davis and move Lawrence ‘the snail’ Mills out of defence and into midfield.  For some reason this seemed to boost team moral.  Immediately you could see our defence grow in confidence and even start talking about the possibility of a clean sheet.

The game started at a lively pace with our new Turkish midfielder Paul ‘Yakan’ dominating the game.  Despite both sides trying to play football the referee decided to stamp his authority on the game by placing a right hook on Paauulls Ball Braddick.  This for some reason seemed to please both teams and increase moral within Long Lane.   Although we had a lot of possession, we still lacked that killer touch up front.  Then again our strike force did only consist of Mark ‘Use the force’ Griggs and Keiley ‘Is it a cup game?’ Peters.  Eventually those two decided to wake up and play a bit closer together, this resulting in our first goal:

Goal ~ 15 Minutes

With a defence splitting pass Yakan was able to locate Keiley on the left wing chatting to Simmons.  Keiley being a bit shocked, took four attempts to control the ball, this being to his advantage as he beat two defenders and the goalkeeper only to cross the ball for Mark ‘Skywalker’ Griggs to stay on target and slot the ball home.  Long Lane F.C. deservedly winning One-Nil.

As our confidence grew the midfield and defence played some delightful football, this even included Pauly Braddick actually playing the ball to feet.  Unfortunately this ball fell to one of our ‘strikers’ (?), Mark Griggs, who had a one on one with the goalkeeper.  At times like this I would normally say “gooooaaaalll….”  this time it was obvious that Mark had been watching our Turkish midfielder Yakan  too much and decided to put the ball in the garden opposite.  We approached half time looking comfortable, then suddenly from about thirty yards one of their strikers hit the ball.  This shot bobbled and trickled its way towards the goal only for Scotty Davis to dive over the top of the ball and onto the advancing sheep.  Half-time score 1-1.

After a constructive half time speech from Admiral Gardener we continued our first half form.  This included our strike force of Keiley and Mark with several one on ones, and several balls lost! Jimmy Osman did not change one bit and continued to use his shin pad to control the ball instead of his predators.  As we pressurised Oatis we eventually got the break required with ball falling to the feet of Keiley ‘Bad Knees’ Peters.  Keiley looked up and saw Griggsy on the goal line.  With a superb cross come shot, the ball flew into the back of the net taking the slightest of touches from Griggsy.  Long Lane 2 Oatis 1

We continued to stamp our authority on the game with Simmo flagging for as many offsides as he could and Pies purchasing more food than the opposition. The best chance of the game fell to Nicky ‘Vinny Jones’ Wilson.  The ball was superbly drilled in from young Lawrence Mansfield, Nicky rose in the air, and from two yards out he kissed the ball, and knocked it at least six inches in front of him straight into the keepers arms.  This did not dishearten Nicky as he knew that this was probably his best header to date.  Shortly after came the killer punch :

Goal ~ 77 Minutes

Nick Smith burst through the defence as if he had seen an unattended five-pound note.  With careful control off his nose he was able to thread the ball into Griggsy, who in turn buried the ball into the back of the onion.  We cruised to a 3-1 victory.

After the game we received some sad news.  With a tear-jerking oration Chris Gardener announced that he was going to retire from Sunday morning football due to naval duties (about bloody time!).  The players were dumbfounded and showed their emotions in the bar afterwards by cracking open a few bottles of champagne.  This also included Nick smith and Jimmy Osman opening their wallet’s and buying themselves a drink!  We can only hope that Chris will receive a good send off as the Team aims to win the London Cup for him, and for all the hard work he has put in over the years.
Star Man: Lawrence Mansfield

Excellent game.  Showed his maturity on and off the pitch.  Won’t be long before he gets served at the bar!







