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Date: 02nd November 1997

League Match ~ MET Senior League, Division 1

Long Lane F.C.

0
Vs
Charlton Rangers 
4

Manager: Lawrence Mills  6

Ian Hossack 6,  Jimmy Osman 5,  Nick Smith 7,  Scot Davis 7,  Micky Fiander 5,  Nick Wilson 6,Paul Braddick 7,  Brendan Cullinane 7,  Paul Simmons 5 (Lawrence Mills 7),  Mark Griggs 7,  Mark Coles 5,     Subs Not Used: None.

Bookings: None 

Attendance: 7
After last week’s fine victory of 4-0 in the London Cup, it was back home and on with the task of trying to rectify our poor start in the league so far this season.  This was going to be a difficult task as we were up against a team who were currently unbeaten in the league, we also had the added problem of once again being short of players and having to start with the slim figure of Mark ‘who ate all the pies’ Coles upfront.  Lawrence Mills aided with the help of Brendan Cullinane decided to keep the team the same as last week with two exceptions.  Brel himself was to step in and replace David Braddick, who was unable to play due to a school trip to Chessington Zoo, and Mark Griggs was to replace the Goal scoring machine Paul Iaquaniello, who being Italian was still mourning the possibility of not making the ’98 world cup finals.

Lawrence’s tactical thinking behind not dropping Pies and playing himself, was that Pies had decided to bring his new young lady friend along (Michelle Sam) in order to impress her.  Unfortunately we will probably not be seeing Sam again!!

The game started well and I was pleased that the defence listened to my shout of  “Let’s keep it tight for the first couple!!”.  Unfortunately this was all they done and sure enough after the first couple of minutes Charlton Rangers were leading by one goal to nil.

Goal 1 ~ 3 Minutes.

This was a calamity of defensive errors.  A throw-in had been awarded to Charlton Rangers from one of Micky Fianders banana passes. The long throw was flicked on by ‘Paaauul’s Ball Braddick’, but unfortunately flicked the wrong way and straight into his own penalty box.  With a poor clearance only reaching the edge of the box a low shot was fired back in.  At this point it was still looking safe with the ball approaching Nick Smith and Nick Wilson standing behind him perfectly placed on the line.  Someone from the crowd shouted “There’s 10 pence on the floor”, with this shout Nick Smith immediately took his eye off the ball in search for the 10p and missed the ball.  No trouble as the steady Nick Wilson was sure to clear the ball off the line but he too managed a well-calculated air shoot.  One nil to Charlton.

Despite being One nil down we continued to try and play football.  Jimmy Osman at this stage had discovered his own personal battle with their big lump upfront (they would have both looked more at home in a wrestling ring).

Goal 2 ~ 15 Minutes

The opposition had won a corner from Scotty Davis’ clearance.  With every player marked we again looked safe, until their large lump from upfront marked by Jimmy made a darting run across the box to drill home their second goal of the game.  Obviously the effect of the recent stock market crash must have had some effect on Jimmy as his mind was else where, probably thinking about his six figure bonus!

After these two early set backs we settled down and started to play some football.  Despite having plenty of the play we only came close twice in the first half.  The first was when Brel decided to do his impression of Paul Iaquaniello from the previous week and go clean through on goal and make a soft back pass to their goalkeeper.  The second was when Mark Coles saw the football and for one fleeting moment thought it was a large pork pie, he used his weight and strength to knock everyone out of the way and win the ball for the first time in his illustrious career.  On realising it was only a football and not actually edible he kicked the ball away in frustration, with luck (?) it fell into the path of Brel who thought it was better to spank the ball against the cross bar rather than score.

One change was made in the second half, and that was to replace the injured (tired) Paul Simmons with our new player manager Lawrence Mills.  We continued to pressure Charlton Rangers but were unable to make that all-important breakthrough.  Twice we hit the wood work, the first a long range shot from Mark Griggs and the second when our goalkeeper De Niro proved he had good vision and walked straight into his own goal post from our goalkick.  

Although we dominated most of the second half, Charlton always looked dangerous on the break.  Jimmy Osman was having a torrid time with the big lump and Nick smith was being dazzled by the trickery of Paulo Wanchope, this included a couple of embarrassing nutmegs.  When they did eventually breakthrough we had to rely on De Niro making a well-timed challenge (with his feet!), inside our penalty box.  As the ball went out for a corner and the player sprawled on the floor, De Niro’s shout to the referee of “Never a corner!! I didn’t touch the ball!!” was probably not the most intelligent shout of the day!

Goal 3 ~ 80 Minutes

As the frustration crept into the side we started giving away silly free kicks, one of which, by Lawrence Mills, proved to be decisive.  The free kick from the edge of the box was perfectly curled over the wall and into the top corner of the goal to kill off the game.  Despite De Niro blaming the wall for not being 10 foot tall, the goal could only be described as an excellent free kick

Goal 4 ~ 89 Minutes

The fourth goal came from Wanchope with virtually the last kick of the game, with a low hard drive from the edge of the box into the bottom left and corner of the goal.  Charlton 4 ~ Long Lane 0, definitely a flattering score line but not necessarily an undeserved win.  The difference between the two sides was mainly down to the finishing, and at the moment we couldn’t finish a 1 piece puzzle!!

